
 

 

 

 

Armed Forces Day 2022 

 

(Greetings) 

 

Today marks a very special occasion, and one dear to 

my heart … the day of the year where we put our friendly 

rivalries and banter aside, Armed Forces Day allows us the 

opportunity to recognize and honor the strength and 

sacrifices of all of the men and women who selflessly put on 

America’s uniform and dutifully defend our nation.  

 

As veterans who have spent time defending and 

protecting our freedom, we know all too well the dedication 

and sacrifice serving our country entails, and what a 
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daunting responsibility it is. From defending our country in 

times of peril to helping on the home front, being a guardian 

of freedom is truly the highest honor.  

 

Situations around the world often change minute to 

minute, but the respect and appreciation we owe the brave 

members of our nation’s military remains.  

 

Today, we work to show our appreciation and celebrate 

Armed Forces Day — a day to honor America’s active duty, 

National Guard and Reserves … all who selflessly go 

wherever they are called. They are the backbone of our 

nation, and make the mighty, formidable force that is 

America’s military.  
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From the birth of our nation, it was clear that our 

country’s survival fell upon the shoulders of patriots who 

were willing to put it all on the line for a life free from 

tyranny and oppression. From the start, those patriots … the 

defenders of this nation … recognized that only at great cost 

would the concept of freedom, justice and liberty become a 

true reality … and only with great sacrifice would our nation 

prosper.  

 

Throughout the years, these patriots … generation after 

generation of men and women willing to risk everything to 

defend our nation’s independence and freedom, are solely 

responsible for providing just that. So today, we celebrate …  

 

It is America’s proud soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines, 

guardians and Coast Guardsmen who have steadfastly 
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secured our way of life. They are our sons and daughters, 

mothers and fathers, aunts and uncles, brothers, sisters … 

they are our everything. 

 

America has been celebrating Armed Forces Day since 

1949, and today, I believe it’s perhaps more important than 

ever, that we take a moment of silence in honor of the service 

men and women who have laid down their lives across the 

globe in defense of our nation.  

 

(Pause) 

 

 Peace and freedom are not things you win today, and 

are forever guaranteed. Several times history has harshly 

reminded us that we must always be vigilant.  
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As we look back at our military history one thing is 

apparent. We cannot win tomorrow's battles with 

yesterday's victories. They can be examples … they can 

motivate … and they can inspire. But each generation must 

face its own enemies, fight its own battles, and win its own 

victories. 

 

After World War II, America became the leader of the 

free world, but that leadership was not based solely on 

diplomatic strength; it was also based on military might. 

 

Today, we have been blessed with having the 

opportunity to express our gratitude to the selfless men and 

women who serve our nation. And whatever the future holds 

for us, our success will depend on how well we treat our 

fellow Americans who serve in the military.   
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 As veterans, we’ve seen firsthand the costly price of 

freedom, and that is why it is so imperative that we work to 

ensure America’s service men and women receive the health 

care and benefits they’ve earned. It’s why we must never 

stop fighting for coverage of all service-connected injuries, 

and working to ensure that newer generations of veterans 

have smoother transitions home than we did.  

 

 It is fitting that we are gathered together today to 

recognize the men and women selflessly serving … standing 

watch on foreign soil, bringing food and medical supplies to 

people in distress, serving as peacekeepers in strife-torn 

areas around the world … heroically standing between 

America and the evil face of terrorism.  
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 Armed Forces Day provides the perfect opportunity to 

reflect on the freedoms we have today and to think about the 

service and sacrifice of the men and women of America’s 

military who – for nearly 246 years – have provided our 

nation with the very security which makes those freedoms 

possible. 

 

We are truly privileged to have such selflessly brave 

citizens among us, and today, and every day, we salute them. 

 

-VFW- 


