
 

 

Independence Day 

 

(Greetings)   

Today we celebrate a holiday that started with brave 

visionaries … great leaders … who ran for their lives … 

their homes were destroyed, their families threatened, their 

careers and businesses thrown aside. And all because they 

chose freedom over tyranny.  

 

The fourth of July celebrates what is the birth of our 

great nation. A birth conceived by the notions of freedom 

and rights – a birth spawned by a group of men who 

brought into existence a revolutionary idea that would 

forever change the lives of the successors to a great nation. 
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Today, we celebrate the birth of America … our 

Independence Day.  

 

For the 13 young American colonies, 1776 was a 

tumultuous time. The British had plundered America’s seas, 

ravaged her coasts, burnt her towns and destroyed the lives 

of her people.  

 

But from those ashes rose bold patriots … men and 

women who refused to continue living in a society with 

limited privileges that were granted and revoked on the 

whim of a ruler. They stood up against a world where trial 

without jury, government without consent, confiscation 

without compensation, and repressive taxation without 

representation existed.  
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Their ideas … comprised of freedoms, liberty and 

righteousness and inspired by the revolutionary idea that 

tyranny could be defeated … would forever change the lives 

of all future generations born to this great nation.  

 

 In early July of 1776, delegates from the original 13 

colonies gathered at the Continental Congress to discuss 

independence from England. They knew that death by 

hanging was the penalty for advancing the idea, but they 

would not be deterred.  

 

Their ideas that day led to a war that raged on for seven 

years, fought on field and farm, village square and city 

street.  
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With the scratch of a pen in Philadelphia, on July 4, 

1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed. It was 

there that day, that despite the danger, something greater 

than individual comfort, individual safety and individual 

freedom held tight. It was there that the declaration 

heralded freedom as an unalienable right, and, that life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness should be obtainable by 

all.  

 

To the British, the declaration may have been just 

words – 1,337 of them – but to the colonial patriots, they 

represented a free country … a country by the people, and 

for the people. From that moment on, our new nation would 

forever be independent of tyrant rule and we would be 

united in the quest for liberty and freedom.  
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Yes, July fourth is a day of celebration – a holiday filled 

with parades, picnics and fireworks – but as we leave here 

today, let’s not forget to offer America’s patriots – past and 

present – a silent thank you for what they have done and 

continue to do so that we may remain free.   

  

The more than 1 million members of the VFW will 

never forget their sacrifice, and that is why we will continue 

to work in carrying on what began on July 4, 1776.   

 

Happy birthday, America. God bless. 

 

-VFW- 

 


