
 

 

 

World War I Centennial 

 

(Greetings) 

 

 This year marks the 100th anniversary of the United 

States’ entrance into World War I. 

 

 Let us take a moment to recognize and be inspired by 

all who served and remember those who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. 

 

 (Pause) 
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World War I, commonly known as the “Great War,” 

would ultimately shape the rest of America’s 20th century — 

influencing areas such as civil rights, women’s suffrage, 

military traditions and protocol, technology, medicine and 

soldier benefits. The war ushered in a century of profound 

social and economic change.     

 

 The assassination on June 28, 1914, of Archduke Franz 

Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian-Hungarian throne, would 

spark the Great War. However, the United States would not 

become involved in the conflict until several years later. 

 

 As war in Europe erupted, World War I casualties 

soared into the millions. An extensive system of trenches 

were formed. Lethal new technologies were unleased, and 
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for the first time a major war was fought not only on land 

and on sea, but below the sea and in the skies as well. 

  

  During the initial years of the war, President 

Woodrow Wilson advocated for peace, attempting to keep 

the U.S. from entering the war. In early 1917, German 

submarines launched unrestricted submarine attacks against 

U.S. merchant ships. Around that same time, the U.S. 

learned about the Zimmerman Telegram, in which Germany 

tried to persuade Mexico to enter into an alliance against 

America.  

 

On April 2, 1917, President Woodrow Wilson asked 

Congress to declare war on Germany, stating, “The world 



4 | P a g e  

 

must be made safe for democracy.” On April 6, 1917, 

Congress voted to declare war on Germany. 

 

 Bringing the United States into the war added an 

additional weight of allies and material the Central Powers 

could not hope to match. 

 

 On November 11, 1918, an armistice was signed by the 

Germans. At the Paris Peace Conference, which opened in 

January 1919 and included the heads of the British, French 

and Italian governments, President Wilson helped negotiate 

the Treaty of Versailles. The agreement included the charter 

for the League of Nations, an organization intended to 

arbitrate international disputes and prevent future wars.  

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/treaty-of-versailles
https://www.history.com/topics/league-of-nations
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While the VFW’s roots trace back to 1899, it wasn’t 

until 1914, the same year WWI began, that the VFW was 

officially born. Further, it was America’s entrance into the 

Great War — and the more than 4.7 million Americans who 

served in support of it — that truly shaped our organization 

and its lasting mission of service. More than 116,000 made 

the ultimate sacrifice while serving in World War I … 

another 204,000 were wounded. 

 

And while they were fighting half way around the 

world, the VFW was here at home fighting for them. 

 

When wartime gaps threatened our soldiers on the 

battlefields, the VFW pulled together to provide the U.S. 

Army with appropriate resources. 
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When men and women fighting overseas could not 

protect their property rights at home, the VFW ensured 

their homes and land remained theirs. 

 

And when proper health care, employment and benefits 

were threatened, we fought to hold a grateful nation 

accountable – to ensure that a nation that creates veterans 

also takes care of them when they return home. 

 

The VFW was built on a foundation of advocacy for 

veterans, service members and their families, but another 

founding principle, and one of equal importance, is to never 

forget. We must never forget the selfless service and great 

sacrifice of those who paid the highest price for our freedom 

... never forget their families … and never forget the 
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countless others in distant lands who owe their freedoms to 

our Doughboys. 

 

In 2017, the VFW joined other service organizations in 

supporting the World War One Centennial Commission to 

honor the heroism of Americans who served during the 

Great War.  

 

During the period of April 6, 2017, to July 26, 2019, the 

commission intends to remember and honor World War I 

veterans for their service and sacrifice during the Great 

War. 

 

The official launch of events was held on April 6, 2017, 

at the World War I Memorial in Kansas City, Mo., a little 

more than a mile from VFW National Headquarters. Our 
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national headquarters has remained a close neighbor to the 

site of the National WWI Museum and Memorial in Kansas 

City for nearly 90 years. 

  

The VFW National Headquarters was proud to be the 

presenting sponsor of the centennial commemoration … also 

presenting a $100,000 donation to the commission for 

preserving the history of the Great War. The VFW also 

donated $300,000 to the U.S. World War I Centennial 

Commission for the creation of the World War I Memorial, 

in Washington, D.C. 

 

Throughout 2017 and into 2018, the VFW has been 

commemorating the centennial of World War I … with 

events across the nation and overseas leading up to the 100th 
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anniversary of the signing of the Armistice in November 

2018.  

 

Each page of America’s history tells the story of the 

sacrifices the men and women of our armed forces have 

made, and each colorful page illustrates the legacy of their 

accomplishments. 

 

Along with freedom, there will always be a price paid. 

We are thankful for every service member willing to ensure 

evil and tyranny do not prevail. 

 

Their contributions, their sacrifice, their steadfast 

devotion to duty, God, country and to their families, have 

provided us with examples of true character we need to 

emulate every day of our lives. Today, we continue to be 
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inspired by their dignity and perseverance, and are 

strengthened by the memory of their actions.  

 

May we leave here equally resolved in our 

determination to serve our nation and fellow man as 

selflessly as they did. 

 

-VFW- 

 

 


